
SEPTEMBER 9 – MEETING 37 

VOLUME 27 

 

The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, September 9, 2024, in regular session. 
 

Commissioner Dwight Garrett called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioners James E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson, in attendance.  
 

Commissioner Garrett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the minutes of the September 3, 2024, meeting be approved as submitted.  

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated August 26 through 

September 9, 2024, in the amount of $10,293.69 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the appropriation of 

funds for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract( s) or order( s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for credit to the 

appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s). 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to appropriate $8,694,417.26 from Cash Rt. 104 Sewer Project fund into account code 650-01-00-7104 Contract 

Services Union Heights Subdivision Sewer District (ARPA) and $7,000.00 from Rt. 104 Sewer Project fund into account code 650-01-00-7103 Contract 

Services MS Consultants (ARPA), per a request of September 3, 2024, from the Ross County Commissioners.  

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

 



Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $110,000.00 from General fund into account code 100-01-00-7105 Contract Services 

Comprehensive Plan, per a request, of September 3, 2024 from the Ross County Planning & Development. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to transfer $400.00 from account code 100-00-00-7134 Taxes & Assessments, into account code 100-00-00-

7108 Audit Expense and $500.00 from account code 100-02-00-7150 Supplies into account code 100-02-00-7100 Travel, per a request September 3, 2024 

from the Ross County Auditor. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

SOUTH CENTRAL OHIO REGIONAL JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER INVOICE  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve the invoice from South Central Ohio Regional Juvenile Detention Center for services rendered in the 

month of August at a cost of $85,660.58.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

MEMBER APPOINTED ROSS COUNTY FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION REGULATIONS VARIANCE BOARD 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners appoint Clifford Bugg, as member of the Ross County Flood Damage 

Prevention Regulations Variance Board, commencing September 3, 2024 through May 31, 2026. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

MEMBER APPOINTED PLEASANT VALLEY REGIONAL SEWER BOARD 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners reappoint Charles Scherer, as member of the to the Pleasant Valley 

Regional Sewer District as representative, commencing September 26, 2024 for a three year term through September 25, 2027. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Lowe, yes; Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

The following resolutions were passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners, August 19, 2024, with Dwight A. Garrett, 

James E. Lowe, and Jack A. Everson in attendance. 

RESOLUTION 037-24 

The Board of County Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio, met in regular session on the 3rd day of September, 2024, at the office of the Board of 

County Commissioners. The following members were present: Dwight A. Garrett, James E. Lowe, and Jack A. Everson.  

WHERE AS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners entered into a sub-grant agreement with the Ross County Recorder for American Rescue Plan 

Act Funding through the US Department of the Treasury November 2021;  

WHERE AS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners agreed to provide additional American Rescue Act funds to the Ross County Recorder for Staff 

to Index and Digitize Documents, once the first round of funds were expended;  

WHERE AS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners will sub-grant the Ross County Recorder an additional $225,000.00 to hire staff to Index and 

Digitize Documents;  

WHERE AS, the Ross County Recorder shall provide monthly reporting as required as part of the sub-grant agreement;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, this resolution shall be effective September 9, 2024 and expire December 31, 2026;  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 040-24 

WHEREAS, the State Capital Improvement Program and the Local Transportation Improvement Program both provide financial assistance to political 

subdivisions for capital improvements to public infrastructure; and  

WHEREAS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners has elected to participate in the pursuit of funding from the Ohio Public Works Commission, and 

according to the provisions of State Issue 1, must name or authorize one or more individuals to prepare, sign and submit applications and execute contracts 

for the funding source; now, there, be it  

RESOLVED, that the said Board of County Commissioners designates Charlie Ortman, Engineer of Ross County, Ohio, as the person empowered on its 

behalf to prepare and submit applications for Issue 1 funding, round 39/FY 2026, to the Ohio Public Works Commission, and further designates Dwight A. 

Garrett, president of the Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio as the person empowered on its behalf to execute all applications and contracts 

relative to Ohio Public Works Commission administered funding.  

Adopted this 9 day of September, 2024 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 041-24 

Ross County Government: Secure Disposal of Retired Computer Equipment Policy 

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures for the secure disposal of computers and electronic devices that are no longer in service to 

ensure that all data is properly and securely destroyed, thereby protecting sensitive information and complying with relevant 

legal standards. 

Scope: This policy applies to all departments within Ross County Government that handle the retirement and disposal of computer equipment, including 

desktops, laptops, servers, and any storage devices (e.g., hard drives, SSDs, USB drives) used within the government infrastructure. 

Policy Statement: All data stored on computers or electronic devices that are retired from service must be either physically destroyed or digitally 

sanitized in accordance with the standards set forth in this policy. 

Procedures: 

1. Inventory and Assessment: 

○ Upon deciding to retire a computer or electronic device, the responsible department must record the device in the county's IT asset management system. 

○ The department must assess whether the device contains any sensitive or confidential information. 

2. Data Destruction Methods: 

○ Physical Destruction: If a device is not intended for reuse or resale, its storage media (e.g., hard drives, SSDs) must be physically destroyed. 

Acceptable methods of physical destruction include: 

■ Shredding: Using a certified hard drive shredder to completely destroy the drive. 

■ Crushing: Utilizing a hard drive crusher to break the internal components of the drive. 

■ Degaussing: Applying a degausser to disrupt the magnetic fields of the drive, rendering data unreadable. 

○ Digital Destruction (Sanitization): If a device is to be repurposed, resold, or donated, its data must be sanitized using approved software tools that 

meet or exceed the NIST SP 800-88 standards for media sanitization. Methods include: 

■ Overwriting: Using software to overwrite all data on the drive with random or predetermined patterns. 

■ Cryptographic Erase: Using encryption methods to make data irretrievable by destroying the encryption key. 

3. Third-Party Disposal: 

○ If a third-party vendor is contracted to perform data destruction services, the vendor must be certified and comply with all applicable regulations, 

including NIST SP 800-88. 

○ A "Certificate of Destruction" from the third party must be obtained and retained by the county. 



Responsibilities: 

● IT Department: Responsible for the overall management and implementation of the data destruction process, including maintaining the IT asset 

inventory and performing or overseeing data destruction. 

● Department Heads: Ensure that retired devices within their departments are handled in accordance with this policy. 

● Employees: Must comply with all guidelines and procedures outlined in this policy. 

Effective Date: This policy is effective as of September 9, 2024 and supersedes all previous policies related to the disposal of computer equipment. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 042-24 

A Resolution of Ross County Supporting the Ohio Commission for the 

United States Semi-Quincentennial (AMERICA 250-OH)  

WHEREAS, The Ohio General Assembly and Governor created AMERICA 250-OH in Ohio Revised Code Section 149.309 to plan, encourage, develop 

and coordinate the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States and Ohio’s integral role in that event and the role of its people on the 

nation’s past, present and future; AND 

WHEREAS, AMERICA 250-OH strives to engage ALL Ohioans and ALL 88 counties through a variety of  programs, projects and events through 2026 

by inspiring future leaders and celebrating Ohio’s contributions to the nation over the past 250+ years; AND 

WHEREAS, Ross County has much to contribute to the nation’s 250th anniversary including our establishment in August 20, 1798, being named after 

James Ross, Federalist Senator from Pennsylvania and Chillicothe becoming the county seat in 1796 and serving as the first and third capital of Ohio, 

1803-1816. Ross County is home to numerous mounds and earthworks of the Adenas and Hopewell Indians, recently being named as a World Heritage 

destination; AND 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT  Ross County hereby establishes a local AMERICA 250-Ross County Committee made up of a diverse 

group of citizens to work with AMERICA 250-OH on any and all activities within Ross County. The participants of the Ross County Committee will be 

strictly voluntary roles and there will be no compensation for participation; AND  

FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Commission agrees to designate one or more county liaisons within 30 days of the adoption of this Resolution 

who will serve as the point of contact for all local organizations, stakeholders, and communities within their county; AND  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Ross County legislative delegation and AMERICA 250-OH Commission 

headquartered at 41 S. High St., Suite 250, Columbus, OH 43215.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM CONTRACTS BETWEEN OWNER AND AMERICAN STRUCTUREPOINT 
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign on the Commissioners behalf, ACGP contracts between the Ross County 

Board of Commissioners and the project architect American Structurepoint, Inc., for the project: UNESCO Sites at a total cost of $539,725.00. This 

agreement represents the entire and integrated agreement between the Owner and the Architect and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations or 

agreements, either written or oral. This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by both the Owner and Architect. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM CONTRACTS BETWEEN OWNER AND 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign on the Commissioners behalf, ACGP contracts between the Ross County 

Board of Commissioners and the project architect Designing Local LTD., for the project: Southeast Ohio History Center Implementation at a total cost of 

$2,639,453.00, Black Horse Inn Underground Railroad Museum Rehabilitation at a total cost of $3,901,017.00, and Chauncey Streetscape for a total cost 

of $188,478.00. This agreement represents the entire and integrated agreement between the Owner and the Architect and supersedes all prior negotiations, 

representations or agreements, either written or oral. This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by both the Owner and 

Architect. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM CONTRACTS BETWEEN OWNER AND ORCHARD HILTZ & MCCLIMENT INC 
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign on the Commissioners behalf, ACGP contracts between the Ross County 

Board of Commissioners and the project architect Orchard Hiltz & McCliment, Inc., for the project: Felson Park, Greenfield Ohio for a total cost of 

$5,371,410.00.  This agreement represents the entire and integrated agreement between the Owner and the Architect and supersedes all prior negotiations, 

representations or agreements, either written or oral. This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by both the Owner and 

Architect. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM CONTRACT BETWEEN OWNER AND SCHOOLEY CALDWELL ASSOCIATES  

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign on the Commissioners behalf, ACGP contracts between the Ross County 

Board of Commissioners and the project architect Schooley Caldwell Associates, Inc. for the project Historic Monroe Theatre Renovation, at a total cost of 

$600,000.00. This agreement represents the entire and integrated agreement between the Owner and the Architect and supersedes all prior negotiations, 

representations or agreements, either written or oral. This Agreement may be amended only by written instrument signed by both the Owner and 

Architect. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

GFC LEASING ADULT PROBATION 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign on the Commissioners behalf, a contract with GFC Leasing Image Care, for 

eight (8) copiers for various departments in the courts, for a 60 month lease at $1,451.68 monthly. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN FUND PAYMENT REQUEST 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve a pay request for the WPCLF loan fund for two soil evaluations, 2177 W. Junction Road and 10976 

Charleston Pike, for the amount of $800.00.  

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

NATIONWIDE CONTRACTORS LLC PROPOSAL 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to accept the proposal for mill work, crack seal and sealing the parking lot behind the Ross County Law 

Enforcement Center for a cost of $7,720.00. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

 



Dwight A. Garrett, President 

James E. Lowe, Vice President 

Jack A. Everson, Commissioner 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Josh Hettinger, Chief Building Inspector – discussed the need for the building department to become certified as a Residential Building Department.   

 

Erica Tucker, Lauren Shreve, RPHF – discussed the issue of no longer supporting an Outreach position in Ross County.  Litter Control will still 

receive $10,000.00 and the Revolving Loan Fund will still provide $15,000.00 for programming.   

 

The Data Processing Board met 

 

Airport Fixed Base Operator – Steven Ingle, Steve Houseman, Keith Putnam and Brent Dryden discussed how, as pilots, they thought the airport could 

be made more aviation friendly.    

 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Dwight A. Garrett, President, adjourned the regular meeting of September 9, 2024, at 12:10 a.m. Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 


